Foundations 9¢ The Eternal Joy of the Redeemed

“Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ,
let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance
from dead works and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of
laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.
And this we will do if God permits”. Hebrews 6:1-3

God gives the righteous eternal life
Matthew 25:46 And these (unbelieving and disobedient) will go away
into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin 1s death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 John 2:17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one
who does the will of God lives forever.

John 10:27-28 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they
follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.

All believers can hear the voice of God. Many think that they can not
hear God because they expect Him to speak in a certain way. Most often
God communicates to us through His Word (Scripture) and the “still
small voice” in our spirit which often comes to us simply as a knowing”.

True believers follow Jesus. He gives them eternal life!
1 John 5:13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name

of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that
you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.



We will be with the Lord forever
1 Thes. 5:10 (Christ) died for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep, we will live together with Him.

1 Thes. 4:13-18 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the
coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For
the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we
shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these
words.

Matthew 24:29-31 Immediately after the tribulation of those days the
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the
sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of
the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He will send His
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

God will wipe away all tears

Revelation 7:17 “For the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will
shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Revelation 21:4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and
there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning,
or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.




Isaiah 25:8 He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord GOD
will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of
His people from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken.

No more tears of - loneliness - heartbreak - broken homes - broken
hearts - sickness or pain - poverty and lack - defeat or failure — demonic
oppression — persecution - abuse — wars — death.

There will be no more tears!

The redeemed will have everlasting joy

Isaiah 35:10 And the ransomed of the LORD will return And come with
joyful shouting to Zion, with everlasting joy upon their heads They will
find gladness and joy, And sorrow and sighing will flee away.

Psalm 16:11 You will make known to me the path of life; In Your
presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures
forever.

A kingdom prepared before the foundation of the world

Matthew 25:31-45 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all
the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All
the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one
from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He
will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the
King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you
gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and
you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you
came to Me.’

“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did we
see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when
did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ And the King will
answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it
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to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you
cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for
I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me
no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did
not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’

“Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
minister to You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to
you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did
not do it to Me.” And these will go away into everlasting punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”

God’s kingdom i1s one of righteousness (love), peace and joy.

Romans 14:17 “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

God’s righteousness 1s unselfish, holy love.

Romans 13:8-10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law.

1 Cor. 6:9-11 “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the
kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, but
you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
and by the Spirit of our God. ”



A dwelling place is being prepared for us

John 14:1-6 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God,
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you
know, and the way you know.” Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not
know where You are going, and how can we know the way?” Jesus said
to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through Me.”

1 Corinthians 2:9 -10 But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

Nor have entered into the heart of man

The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” But God
has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all
things, yes, the deep things of God.

Many people have been allowed to see parts of heaven. Some of what
God has prepared for us has been revealed by His Spirit. The apostles
John and Paul both wrote about seeing heaven.

(2 Cor. 12:2-4, Revelation Chapter 4)

Treasures stored up in heaven
Our love for God, obedience and sacrifices cause treasures to be stored
up for us in heaven.

Matthew 6:19-20 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.”

Luke 12:33 Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves
money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does
not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys.
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Matthew 19:21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell
what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow Me.”

Matthew 6:1 “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds
before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from
your Father in heaven.”

Charitable deeds or any other “ministry”” done to be seen by men or to
exalt self has no eternal reward.

We will experience glory in the next age
Colossians 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, 1s revealed, then you also
will be revealed with Him in glory.

The degree of glory that we experience in eternity is related to
Christ being formed in us as we pass through trials on earth

2 Cor. 4:7-18 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-
pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—
always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are
always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may
be manifested in our mortal flesh. So then death is working in us, but life
in you.

And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written,
“I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak,
knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with
Jesus, and will present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that
grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to
abound to the glory of God. Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though
our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day
by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working
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for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not
look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.
For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not
seen are eternal.




